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With  the  Compliments  of  the 
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Burley  in  Wharfedale, 

January  2^th,  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  o1  the 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

This  report,  the  twenty  first  which  1 have  had 
the  honour  of  submitting  to  you,  is  for  the  year  1907, 
and  brings  into  prominence  the  vital  statistics  for  that 
period,  and  reviews  the  conditions  conducing  to  the 
general  health  of  the  community  under  your  charge. 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

There  have  been  no  recent  alterations  in  the  area  and 
boundaries  of  the  district.  The  3,133  acres  ate  chiefly 
pasturage,  and  include  a portion  of  moorland  devoted 
to  game,  and  the  feeding  of  privileged  sheep. 


The  population  is  increasing  over  and  above  the  natural 
preponderance  of  births  over  deaths.  The  many  new 
houses  recently  built  are  all  occupied,  and  there  are  few 
empty  dwellings  in  the  village.  I calculate  the  total  pop- 
ulation in  the  middle  of  the  year  at  3,550,  and  base  my 
statistics  on  that  number.  There  are  834  dw'^elling 
houses,  and  the  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  18,848. 

BIRTHS. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  stationary, 
after  a sharp  decline  of  5 per  1,000,  and  has  not  varied 
more  than  a fraction  from  20  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
During  the  year  under  review,  the  births  of  70  children 
were  registered,  32  males  and  38  females.  The  same 
number  was  recorded  in  1906,  and  68  in  1905. 

The  rate  of  l:)irth  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
in  1907  was  26.3  per  1,000 — -the  lowest  on  record. 

DEATHS. 

The  deaths  in  the  district  numbered  55,  24  males  and 
31  females,  and  I have  notice  of  two  inhabitants  of  the 
village  who  died  in  a neighbouring  locality.  Four  of  the 
deaths  were  those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district. 
With  these  corrections  the  death  rate  for  the  year  is 
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equal  to  14.8  per  1,000  living.  This  is  higher  than  recent 
averages. the  cause  of  which  will  be  discussed  under  the 
next  heading. 

At  the  West  Riding  Asylum  at  Scalebor  there  were  33 
deaths,  22  males  and  ii  females. 

The  rate  of  mortality  for  the  whole  country  during  the 
past  year  was  15  per  1,000,  and  for  England  and  Wales, 
less  218  towns,  was  14.7. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

The  causes  assigned  for  death  are  tabulated  at  the  end 
of  this  report,  but  one  or  two  may  be  here  commented 
upon  with  advantage.  Three  deaths  were  certified  as 
due  to  phthisis  or  pulmonary  consumption,  and  one  to 
other  tuberculous  disease.  I remarked  in  a former  report 
(1900)  that  consumption  had  steadily  diminished  in 
incidence  in  your  district.  The  causes  of  this  diminution 
are  the  improved  sanitation  and  drainage,  the  better 
housing  and  appreciation  of  fresh  air  and  cleanliness,  and 
the  increased  facility  of  communication  with  outside 
places  brought  about  by  the  opening  of  the  railway  in 
1867.  Previous  to  this  period  intermarriage  between 
related  families  had,  perforce,  been  common,  and 
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the  transmission  of  a tendency  to  hereditary  disease 
engendered.  Fifty  years  ago  30  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
in  Wharf edale  were  due  to  tubercle  in  its  varying  forms, 
whereas  during  the  last  decade  less  than  10  per  cent,  are 
ascribed  to  these  complaints. 

Three  deaths  were  notified  from  the  principal  infectious 
diseases — one  from  erysipelas  or  blood  poisoning,  and 
two  from  whooping  cough.  These  last  were  young 
children  who  also  contracted  pneumonia,  owing  to  the 
inclement  weather  of  the  early  months  of  the  year.  Seven 
deaths  occurred  from  bronchitis,  four  of  them  below  the 
age  of  12  months,  three  from  pneumonia  and  three  from 
other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  tract.  A coroner’s 
inquest  was  required  for  one  death,  that  of  a child  from 
accidental  burns. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  unusually  high  owing 
to  the  deaths  of  nine  children  under  one  year,  and  gives 
an  average  of  128  deaths  per  1,000  children  born.  In  the 
previous  year  the  rate  was  43,  and  in  1905  29.  The 
average  for  the  whole  country  last  year  was  1 1 8 . 

DISEASE  PREVALENT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Twenty  four  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
compared  with  thirty  in  the  previous  year.  At  no  time 


did  any  disease  attain  epidemic  proportions,  and  the 
outbreaks  were  promptly  suppressed.  The  fourteen 
cases  of  scarlatina  were  equally  distributed  throughout 
the  year,  and  had  no  common  origin.  Four  cases  of 
diphtheria  arising  in  December,  caused  me  to  think  that 
some  mild  case  unnotified,  was  acting  as  a "carrier” 
for  the  complaint. 

Five  cases  of  erysipelas  were,  with  one  fatal  exception, 
the  ordinary  facial  variety.  IMeasles  and  typhoid  fever 
were  not  recorded. 

The  cold  spring  and  wet  summer  accounted  for  much 
sickness  of  a bronchial  and  rheumatic  character,  but  the 
cleansing  action  of  the  rains  undoubtedly  prevented  the 
usual  autumnal  complaints  from  being  prominent. 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


England 

AND 

Wales,  1907. 

1907. 

1906. 

Birth  rate  

20 

18.9 

26.3  per  1,000  living 

Death  rate  

14.8 

10.8 

15- 

Zymotic  death  rate  . . 

.84 

I . I 

1.20 

Phthis  death  rate 

.84 

•3 

Respiratory  death  rate 

2.8 

.8 

) y 

Infantile  death  rate 

128 

43 

1 18  per  1,000  born. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

This  institution  has  been  of  great  service  during  the* 
year,  and  has  assisted  us  greatly  in  the  prompt  isolating 
of  infectious  cases.  Fifteen  patients  were  sent,  and  all 
did  well. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

This  important  adjunct  to  the  Health  Department  of 
the  County  Council  has  been  referred  to  on  six  occasions, 
or  rather  for  six  patients,  as  in  cases  of  diphtheria,  “swabs  ” 
for  report  are  sent  at  intervals  until  the  patient  is  reported 
to  be  free  from  the  bacillus,  or  germ  of  the  disease.  In 
doubtful  chest  complaints,  specimens  of  sputum  have  been 
sent  for  a report  on  the  presence,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
tubercle  organism. 


SANITARY  MATTERS. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  water  supply,  which 
has  been  abundant  and  pure.  The  water  has  no  action 
upon  lead,  although  soft  and  pure,  and  we  are  free  from 
any  fear  of  lead  poisoning.  I need  hardly  say  that  there 
was  no  scarcity  during  the  past  year,  in  view  of  the 
following  rainfall  figures  taken  by  the  Surveyor  at  the 
Hollin  Nook  reservoir. 
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Month. 

Inches 

of 

Number  of 
days  when 

Greatest 

rainfall 

Date  of 
greatest 

January 

rain. 

..  1.56 

rain  fell. 

7 . . 

.88  . . 

rainfall. 

ist 

Eebrnary 

..  2.13 

II 

•47  • • 

19th 

March 

..  3.16 

10 

1. 13  .. 

19th 

April 

. . 1.44 

II 

•47 

22  nd 

May 

• • 3-99 

. 19  . . 

•83  •• 

30th 

June 

. . 5.22 

. 23  . . 

.84  .. 

5 th  ■ 

July 

..  3.12 

• 15  • • 

.89  . . 

30th 

x\ugust 

2.32 

15  . . 

.70  . . 

14th 

September 

..  .85 

3 • . 

.50  . . 

4th 

October 

5-35 

20 

1.39  .. 

1 6th 

November 

2.31 

8 . . 

.66  . . 

26th 

December 

••  4.35  • 

. 17  . . 

1.24 

7 th 

Total 

..  35-8o  . 

. 159  .. 

— 

— 

The  rain 

gauge  is  415 

feet  above 

sea  level. 

Eor  com 

parison  I may  state  that  the  average  annual  rainfall 
varies  from  about  20  inches  on  the  east  coast  of  England 
to  60  or  80  inches  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland  and  Scot . 
land,  and  an  average  for  England  is  about  25  inches." 
One  inch  of  rain  delivers  4.673  gallons  on  every  square 
yard,  or  22,617  gallons  (loi  tons)  on  each  acre,  therefore 
the  amount  of  water  which  fell  on  your  district  during 
the  twelve  months  amounted  to  over  1 1 million  tons. 
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However  unpleasant  the  conditions  were  to  the  way- 
farer, the  effect  on  the  public  health  was  undoubtedl^r 
good.  The  air  was  constantly  kept  purified,  and  streets 
and  yards  cleaned  by  the  downpourings,  but  the  sunshine- 
was  missed  b}^  many  of  the  more  feebly  constituted,  with 
the  natural  result  that  an  increased  amount  of  general 
sickness  was  noticeable  in  the  following  autumn  and 
winter..  I have  frequently  observed  that  the  general 
health  is  much  better  during  the  winters  which  succeed 
fine  and  sunny  summers. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  are  at  present  ample  and 
satisfactory.  The  Joint  Burley  and  Menston  Sewage- 
Board  have  laid  down  a new  system  at  the  Sewage  works.. 
The  method  of  treatment  is  on  the  latest  principles,  and 
the  plant  is  quite  up  to  date.  After  settling,  the  sewage 
is  pumped  into  six  capacious  anaerobic  tanks,  and  thence 
is  conducted  in  a most  ingenious  manner  on  to  6 to  8 
feet  of  ashes  in  varying  degree  of  fineness.  When  the 
effluent  reaches  the  river  it  is  absolutely  innocuous. 

The  expense  has  been  large  but  is  more  than  justified 
if  it  preserves  our  beautiful  Wharfe  from  the  pitiful  ex- 
perience of  some  of  her  sister  rivers  of  A’'orkshire.  Sewers 
and  house  drains  are  constantly  inspected  and  kept  in 
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repair.  The  house  refuse  and  other  solid  rubbish  is 
regularly  carted  away  by  your  servants  but  the  efficient 
disposal  of  it,  is  a constantly  recurring  problem.  I think 
your  district  is  large  enough  to  require  some  form  of  des- 
tructor, and  it  cannot  be  long  ere  one  is  absolutely  de- 
manded. 

The  converting  of  pail  closets  into  a water  carriage 
system  is  progressing,  and  no  fewer  than  twenty-two  have 
been  so  treated  during  the  past  twelve  months.  All  the 
new  houses  have  this  accomodation.  Twenty-three 
houses  have  been  erected  and  certified  for  occupation  ; 
this  compares  favourably  with  fifteen  in  the  previous  year, 
and  eight  in  1905.  During  the  building  operations  these 
houses  are  constantly  inspected  and  means  taken  to  ensure 
their  rigid  adherance  to  the  plans  which  are  most  carefully 
criticised  by  your  Building  Committee,  nothing  being 
passed  which  does  not  conform  minutely  to  your  Bye-laws. 

The  new  houses  have  spacious  back  yards,  and  a garden 
to  the  front.  More  are  contemplated,  and  as  they  are 
taken  up  as  soon  as  finished,  I trust  that  some  of  the  older 
property  will  be  less  popular,  but  the  question  of  rent 
weighs  so  much  with  many,  that  they  will  put  up  with 
cramped,  uncomfortable  quarters  rather  than  pay  a small 
extra  rent  for  a far  better  dwelling. 
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After  infectious  disease  thirty-three  rooms  or  houses 
have  been  disinfected  by  a spray  of  formaldehyde.  In 
cases  of  phthisis,  similar  care  is  taken  to  try,  if  possible, 
to  protect  the  other  inmates  of  the  house. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations  have 
been  in  force  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  ; and 
many  inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Inspector  and 
myself.  Considerable  improvements  have  been  effected 
in  recent  years,  but  it  is  slow  work,  not  to  say  somewhat 
disheartening,  to  get  the  farmer,  confirmed  as  he  is  in  the 
convention  of  centuries,  to  take  up  newer  methods  of 
milk  distribution  with  any  show  of  enthusiasm. 

All  places  over  which  the  Council  have  supervision 
have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory.  An  under- 
bakery has  been  passed  in  connection  with  a new  Confec- 
tioner’s Shop.  It  is  commodious,  well-lighted,  and  satis- 
factory in  every  way. 

An  interesting  problem  during  the  year  has  been  the 
treatment  of  the  roads.  Two  years  ago,  you  tried  the 
plan  of  floating  boiling  tar  on  the  West  Terrace  Road. 
This  acted  very  well  and  kept  down  the  dust  nuisance, 
but  was  not  enduring.  During  the  past  year,  you  had 
three  portions  of  the  Main  Street  laid  with  tar  and  ma- 
cadam in  three  different  styles.  These  acted  splendidly 


-during  the  summer  and  the  dwellers  in  Main  Street  en- 
joyed the  sight  of  motors  free  from  dust.  One  specimen 
has  cut  up  a little  during  the  winter  but  the  best  varieties, 
are  as  perfect  to  day  as  when  first  laid.  The  expense  is 
great,  but  if  all  main  roads  were  made  as  these  portions 
are,  neither  dust  in  dry,  nor  mud  in  wet,  weather  would 
be  known.  The  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  village  roads 
were  treated  with  the  ‘ tar  spra  ’ machine,  but  the  method 
does  not  appear  to  stand  wet  weather,  combined  with 
heavy  traffic,  and  allows  a thin  coating  of  black  mud  to 
appear  on  the  surface  ; at  the  same  time  the  process  ap- 
pears to  bind  the  -surface  together,  preventing  dust  in  dry 
weather  and  limiting  the  amount  of  mire  in  the  wet 
months.  The  experiment  is  to  be  repeated  this  year 
when  a second  application  may  complete  the  cure. 

All  the  methods  of  treatment  are  a great  advance  on 
plain  macadamised  roads,  and  it  is  merely  a question  of 
cost  to  have  a surface  free  from  dust,  so  desirable  from  a 
stand  point  of  health  and  comfort. 

With  this  report  is  included  that  of  your  inspector  of 
nuisances,  Mr.  Hargreaves.  In  it  will  be  found  a resume 
of  the  year’s  work  of  this  office,  which  will  give  an  idea 
only  of  the  large  amonut  of  solid,  careful  work  which  it 
•entails. 
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The  usual  tables  of  comparative  statistics  are  also  ap- 
pended, giving  at  a glance  the  more  prominent  details  of 
the  health  of  the  past  year. 

I have  to  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  unvarying  at 
tention  with  which  you  have  received  any  suggestion  or 
report  of  mine,  and  trust  that  the  present  year  may  be 
one  of  progress  and  prosperity. 

I am, 

Obediently  yours, 

HAROLD  HEBBLETHWAITE, 
Med.  Officer  of  Health 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

FOR  THE  Year  Ending  December  31ST,  1907. 

— — ^ 


January  loth,  1908.- 


Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  as  Sanitar}’  Inspector 
of  the  District  as  follows  : — 

The  scavenging  of  the  District  has  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen.  Few  complaints 
have  been  received,  and  these  upon  enquiry  have  proved 
to  be  of  a minor  nature  only,  more  due  to  oversight  than 
carelessness. 
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The  increasing  difficulty  of  securing  a suitable  tip  for 
"the  nightsoil,  suggests  that  other  means  of  disposal  will 
require  consideration. 

During  the  year  22  pail  closets  have  been  converted  to 
the  water  carriage  system.  I anticipate  that  the  coming 
year  will  see  good  work  in  this  direction. 

The  sewers  and  manholes  throughout  the  District  have 
been  periodically  inspected  and  where  necessary  cleansed. 

1 61  inspections  of  new  and  reconstructed  drains  have 
been  made.  16  complaints  of  defective  drainage  etc., 
have  been  received  while  the  drainage  system  of  1 7 houses 
has  been  entirely  reconstructed.  The  whole  of  the  drains 
laid  have  been  inspected  before  being  covered  in. 

During  the  year  the  building  trade  has  been  brisk  within 
the  District,  23  houses  having  been  certified  as  fit  for 
habitation,  as  compared  with  8 in  1906,  and  12  in  1905. 
Whilst  in  course  of  erection  these  buildings  have  been 
systematically  inspected  and  contraventions  of  the  Bye 
Laws  pointed  out  and  rectified. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  necessitated  the  disin- 
tection  by  fumigation  or  spraying  with  a disinfectant 
solution  of  33  rooms. 


I am  of  opinion  that  a house  to  house  inspection,, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  older  portions  of  the  District,, 
is  not  only  desirable,  but  would  be  productive  of  good 
results. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk-Shops  Regulations  have- 
been  in  force  since  the  first  of  April  1907,  during  which 
time  many  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  including 
one  entirely  new  cowshed,  one  extensively  altered,  whilst 
in  several  cases  the  drainage  has  been  entirely  recon- 
structed, and  other  suggested  improvements  taken  in 
hand.  Much  good  work  has  resulted  from  the  inspections 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  made,  while  further 
alterations  are  anticipated  during  the  coming  year. 

The  Workshops  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 
generally  good,  a regard  to  cleanliness,  light  and  ventila- 
tion appears  to  prevail. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  has 
received  careful  and  continual  attention  ; A constant 
supply  has  been  maintained,  and  the  mains  and  service 
reservoir  systematically  cleansed,  and  the  water  courses 
inspected. 
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In  conclusion  allow  me  to  express  my  best  thanks  for  the 
Irindness  and  courtesy,  and  for  the  advice  you  have  always 
;so  willingly  given  me. 

Yours  obediently, 

F.  HARGREAVEST- 


X)r.  H.  Hebblethwaite, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 

Burley  Urban  District  Council. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1907  and  previous  Years. 


Nett  Deaths  at  all 

Ages  belonging  to 

the  District. 

Rate.  * 
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17 

10.9 

14 

12 

12.9 

11.5 

11.4 

12.27 

14.85 

Number 

25 

36 

36 

53 

36 
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♦ Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population, 
t In  these  rates  the  inmates  of  the  Scalebor  Retreat  are  added  to  the  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Whooping-cough  .... 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.) 

Other  Tubercular  di- 
seases   

Cancer,  malignant  di- 
sease. {See  notes 

at  back.)  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 
piratory Organs  . . 

Heart  Diseases 

Accidents  

Mental  

Old  Age  

Renal  

All  other  causes  


1 and  5 and  15  and  25  and  65  and 
All  Under  under  under  under  under  up- 
ages.  1 year.  5.  15.  25.  65.  wards, 

2 I i____ 

I - - - - I - 


3 - - - 3 - - 


I - - - - I 


All  causes  -....53  9 4 t 3 18  18 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  district  : — 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  i.  Bronchitis  2,  Pneumonia 
3,  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  i.  Heart 
Diseases  4 Mental  18,  Old  Age  2,  All  other  causes  2. 
Total  3 3,' 
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TABLE  V. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1907. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All  Causes — Certified  . . 
Whooping  Cough  . . . . 
Congenital  Defects  .... 
Meningitis  {not  Tuber- 
culous)   

Convulsions 

Bronchitis  


Total  Total 

3-4  under  1-2  l-S  8 4 5-(i  (i  7 11-12  DeatliS 

wks.  1 inth.  wks.  wks  wks.  wks.  \vks.  wks.  under 

I year 


11112  112  9 
I I ______  1 


I I I I 2 I I 2 9 


TABLE  TV. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

Inspections 

{ Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  I nspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances). 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  , . 3 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  6 
Workplaces  14 

Total  . . . . 23 

One  Underground  Bakehouse  registered — con- 
dition good. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  loi)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  . . i 
Tn  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . . . i 


D.  GREAVES, 
Southfield  Press, 
BURLEY  IN-WHARFEDALE, 


